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A few wks back I introduced this Trinity series by talking about how 
God has revealed himself as our Heavenly Father, Phil spoke about 
God revealing himself as the Son - Jesus who understand us. John 
spoke of God the Holy Spirit and how he prepares us for the future 
world - God the Father, God the Son & God the Holy Spirit in 
relationship with each other.
Trinity is hard to fathom and any illustration will fall short but there’s a 
film on at the moment called The Shack(SLIDE) which is sort of an 
allegory of the Trinity as a family relating perfectly together - helpful in 
that it captures the main thing that the trinity is about relationship 
between Father, Son, & Holy Spirit.

1) What is church? - its people who follow Jesus
We know that most people think of the ‘church’ as a building - we see 
churches on street corners - here’s the Anglican Cathedral in Sydney 
on George St  (SLIDE) - but the church isn’t the building but the people
- My 1st memories of church were at Avalon - mum used to take me & 

my sister along as kids but church seemed to be more a social club.
- At 11 I got sent off to boarding school & the church services didn’t 

really get my attention but I prayed that God might convince me & I 
decided to listen at church & I went on a camp & I believed & I 
began to follow Jesus.

- School holidays finished and Yr 12 started & I told a few people that 
I had become a Christian, I even got some guys to join a school trip 
to hear a guy called Billy Graham, but none of my friends were 
Christians.  I met my first Christian friends when I went to uni in 
Townsville & I went to their church.

- I met so many different sorts of people - people who loved God & 
knew his word the Bible, people who cared for each other, people 
with amazing testimonies of answered prayer, of healing & visions.  I 
saw people doing the Christian life well & I saw some ‘train wrecks’ - 
it was a crazy time, a good time - I was experiencing church in a 
way that was relational, a community, so different to what I had seen 
of church before.



In the book of Acts the Christians met & ate together, they prayed & 
the apostles taught & they saw God at work in amazing ways - this is 
the church - the people of God gathered. Buildings are good to keep 
the weather out but the real church is the community of people who 
follow Jesus together…. In the Bible ‘church’ is often described as like a 
body or a family - every person a vital part of the body/family.  You can 
be a Christian & not go to church but you won’t grow, your interest in 
God will grow cold like a coal out of the fire.
You don’t need to be rich, or clever, or attractive, or strong, or 
persuasive to be accepted by God - but you need to put aside your 
pride & be willing to let Jesus be in the driver’s seat of your life. 

2) Church is different sorts of people following Jesus 
together
So here we are - God has called each of us, & we are all so different!
I mean - I am a guy, half of you are female, I am in my 50’s, some of 
you are younger, others older, I was a high school teacher for some 
years, I do crazy things like keep bees and get stung to make honey 
but need to get help from Phil for basic things with my laptop!!@$#%! - 
we are all different but we all follow Jesus and that is bigger than any 
difference…. so you are my brothers and sisters.
Other than me, I am sure if you think about it there are people here this 
morning who you wouldn’t normally mix with because of gender, age, 
education, ethnicity, add to that whatever relational history that may 
have unresolved tensions
BUT God’s intention in bringing us together is that, as a diverse group, 
we grow together - we accept differences - we resolve conflicts - we 
extend grace & forgiveness!
This is a measure of the health of a church — I mean we will inhabit 
the new heavens & new earth together ,,,, it won’t be a bunch of ‘me 
clones’ or ‘you clones’ hanging out serving the Lord!!
And along these lines I despair sometimes when local churches 
become clusters of similar sorts of people
- Imagine a church where everybody was an academic & wanted a 

1hr exegetical sermon, or everyone was touchy-feely & expected  a 

group hug as part of the service, or everyone was a surfer & every 
w’end away was to a beach, or everyone was white anglo …. !!

- Differences/diversity is good!!  - stretches & enriches our fellowship
Comment on yesterday - Staff & PC strategy meeting looking at 
Strengths & opportunities in our church - to have more 
intergenerational ministry.
Let’s have a look at a letter from the Bible written to one of the early 
churches.  Its a letter by the apostle Paul to the church in 
Ephesus(modern day Turkey)
(SLIDE)  Eph 4:11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors & teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in 
the faith & in the knowledge of the Son of God & become mature, attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
Jesus set up the church with different people gifted to help the 
Christians grow in their understanding of God, to agree & work 
together & to mature their lives (mainly word gifts listed here but other 
parts of the Bible show that everyone is gifted in some way - faith, 
knowledge, wisdom, encouragement, admin…. I am thankful that the 
over the years the church community has sorted me out for the better. I 
used to be so shy, lacking confidence to have an opinion on anything - 
the Christian community helped me to ‘grow up’.
(SLIDE) 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back & forth by the 
waves, & blown here & there by every wind of teaching & by the cunning & 
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth 
in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined & held 
together by every supporting ligament, grows & builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work.
What sort of God do you want???  These weeks looking at how God 
showed himself as Trinity - Father, Son & HS we have referenced the 
Bible for our knowledge.  When the church is doing its job it will use the 
Bible to correct wrong thinking about God & from the Bible understand 
the amazing path that God has set before us …. we will teach each 
other in a loving way - that’s how we grow.  And its not just what 
happens from hearing someone up front here but most positively 



happens between you as you wrestle thru faith matters as you meet 
over morning tea, in homes and cafe’s, in Connect group, on a Sunday 
lunch.  Church continues to happen when 2 or 3 are gathered in Jesus’ 
name.
(SLIDE) 17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no 
longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18 They are 
darkened in their understanding & separated from the life of God because of 
the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19 Having 
lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to 
indulge in every kind of impurity, & they are full of greed.
The Jews of the day at least had their Scriptures, they knew a lot about 
God but they tended to look down on the non Jews, the Gentiles.
The Gentiles had all sorts of wrong understanding of God & in 
Ephesus they worshipped a fertility God, Artemis & that involved men 
visiting temple prostitutes as a way of bringing the their god’s bounty 
on their business - so becoming a Christian meant changing a few 
things :)
- I wonder what ignorance/prejudice/temptations God is trying to free 
you from?? As we come together we come under the challenges of 
God’s word, we speak the truth in love & we begin to change - the next 
few verses address this:
(SLIDE) 20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you 
heard about Christ & were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in 
Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made 
new in the attitude of your minds; 24 & to put on the new self, created to be 
like God in true righteousness & holiness.
Over the years you have heard about Jesus & there are things you 
have learnt are a blockage to walking with God - things to take off & 
things to put on - like taking dirty old clothes off & putting on some new 
gear …. & this involves changing how we think & behave. 
It’s silly how we often prefer to hold onto our prejudices/unhelpful 
behaviours … grudges, unforgiveness, lust, anger, stinginess, yet at 
the same time be trying to follow Jesus?? …. trouble is, if we are not 
prepared to take of the old life we will never feel comfortable in the new 

life - like going to a wedding reception wearing filthy shirt under the 
suit.
(SLIDE) - I had the privilege of walking Millie down the aisle. - father of 
the bride - lost 6kg, new suit, shoes, haircut … you get yourself sorted 
out appropriately!
- how much more appropriate for us to sort out ourselves for God :)

(SLIDE) 25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood & speak truthfully to 
your neighbour, for we are all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not 
sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 & do not give the 
devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but 
must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have 
something to share with those in need.
I reckon this is a pretty cool glimpse of this early church sorting out 
how they love each other - to be authentic, truthful (One body), sort out 
differences quickly - yeah before the day finishes if possible.
- Oh, yeah, v27 remember that the Devil is real and he loves to stop 

Christians caring for each other, to spoil & weigh down.
v28 - There’s another thing - if you have joined church & you have 
been living off the proceeds of crime - get a job & help the poor!!  
THAT’S A GREAT REVERSAL! 
(SLIDE)  29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage & anger, brawling & slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind 
& compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you.
- This last bit covers a whole lot of the crap in our lives that needs to 

go if we are going to flourish in life and church together.
- v30 this Holy Spirit we have looked at last wk - one of the persons of 

our trinitarian God ….he loves us, he grieves for us when we go 
wayward, he has ‘sealed’ us, marked us out as sons & daughters of 
God & he delights to see us make progress.



- v32 Be kind & compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, 
just as in Christ God forgave you - we will delight the Spirit of God, 
be filled with the Spirit & bear the fruit of the Spirit!

3) Church is the beginning of something marvellous - a 
glimpse of the community of the future
Sometimes, when I see how flawed the church is I get discouraged - 
we are all ‘works in progress’ -  We are in the process of being 
transformed by the renewing of our minds and the taking off the old 
ways and putting on the new.
• Sure, often Christians are shown to be as bad as others - eg Royal 

Commission into Child abuse but you can thank Christians & the 
church for the hospitals, human rights, animal rights … God’s church 
has been the promotion of compassion & justice throughout history.

• Yesterday, as a hundred people met for the NBRI birthday party I 
attributed my motivation for getting this happening to Jesus’ teaching 
& on Thurs speaking at a secular conference at Sydney Olympic 
Park I did the same.  Society gets a distorted message thru our 
media that despite our failings, despite hypocrites, the church keeps 
this country ‘head above water’ …. try 25 our of 27 biggest charities!

• In Eph 3:10-13 we get an insight into how God sees his church: His 
intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers & authorities in the heavenly 
realms

• The church is a glimpse of the community of the future - & when we 
do church well we are attractive & a witness to God’s goodness

• But most of all, it is through the church that the world is being told 
about Jesus - about God’s grand plan to rescue us from sin & 
aimless living, to give us a future.

• So, church is people not buildings, its different sorts of people, 
church is a glimpse of the community of heaven … but most 
amazingly this community is of us(the church) as the Bride & of 
Jesus as the groom.

• The beauty of the trinity is of 1 God, 3 persons in perfect 
relationship.

- God has made a way for us, his people/HIS CHURCH to be 
wonderfully, richly part of this divine relationship, (Pause) …..forever.  

- Belonging to church is bigger & more wonderful than you ever 
imagined -  So, let’s give ourselves wholeheartedly to do church well 
-  to learn, to ‘take off’ & ‘put on’, to trust & obey, to serve, to bring 
healing & restoration in our society, to tell of Jesus - you/we are the 
Bride of Christ!


